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BIRTHS BREAK ALL RECORDS 


“~y 


More babies were born in California last year than 
during any year in the history of the State. There 
were 125,050 births registered in 1941 as compared 
with 111,840 registered in 1940. All counties in the 
State contributed to this increase with the exception 
of Alpine, Amador, Humboldt, Imperial, Madera, 
Mariposa, Mono, Nevada, Sutter, Tuolumne, Tehama 
and Yuba counties. Most of these counties with low 


birth rates are located in the mountains where popu- 


lations are dwindling because of the younger genera- 
tion having left for industrial areas. The same is true 
of some of the agricultural counties reported. The 
reduced rates in other counties may be due to the dis- 
continuance of migration of agricultural laborers from 
other states. | 

Increases are conspicuous in those areas of the State 
where the war industries are located. The whole 
region in the immediate vicinities of San Diego, Los 
Angeles, San Francisco and Oakland shows the effect 


of added population upon the increased numbers of 
births. 


Each year the percentage of white births in Cali- 


fornia inereases. In 1941 the number of white births 
was 105,634, 84.5 per cent of the total, while in 1940 
the number of white births was 93,742, which consti- 
tuted 83.8 per cent of the total. While the number of 
Mexican births increased last year, the percentage of 
such births to the total represented a decrease from 


11.6 per cent in 1940 to 11.1 per cent in 1941. There 


were 13,849 Mexican births registered in this State 
last year as compared with 12,983 in 1940. The per- 
centage of Negro and Chinese births remained sta- 
tionary, while Japanese births showed a slight 
inerease, from 1.3 per cent in 1940 to 1.4 per cent in 


~ ~ 


1941. There were 1,710 Japanese births registered 
last year as compared with 1,493 in 1940. 
The following table gives the total number of births 


registered in California, by counties, in 1940 and 
1941: 


County 1941 1940 

73 84 
1,463 1,253 
754 764 
341 337 
400 378 
132 121 
2,160 1,916 
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“1941 1940 LOS ANGELES COUNTY CONTROLS 
3,399 3,035 nee ular r 
Los Angeles County has made a spectac eeord 
666 575 in the control of diphtheria. This includes the entire 
599 436 geographical area of ‘the county, taking in all of the 
WS 1,675 1,526 In 1924, which was the peak year in diphtheria in 
—— ------------------ that community, there were 4,393 reported cases with 
a ee 31 ~ 236 registered deaths. In 1941 there were but 215 
Tuolumne Teported cases with 12 registered deaths. The accom. 
Ventura 1,481 1,37 plishment of this remarkable record may be credited 
395 339 to the group of trained, progressive, conscientious 
..,. health officers and members of their respective staff 
Ps i by races and percentages to the total number of births ve Sie ei 
Be registered in 1940 and 1941: scientific program for the control of this now prevent- 
ing eis 1941 1940 able disease. The record made by these public health 
i Per Per workers may be pointed to with pride by all Cali- 
$F Race No. cent No. cent fornians 
105,634 845 98,742 83.8 
2070 1.7 £421,864 1.7 The following table gives the number of reported 
404 03 451 0.4 r iphtheria in Los Angeles from 
671 OS 611 05 cases and deaths from dip theria In Los 
ia Japanese __-_____.______.... 1,710 14 1498 13 1920 to 1942 to date: 
512 O05 Year Cases Deaths 
GEORGIA CONTROLS PSITTACOSIS — 
--4, | 
The Georgia State Board of Health on April 16, 114 
1942, adopted a resolution by which the importation, 116 
purchase, breeding, giving away, sale or offer of sale = 
of birds of the psittacine family is prohibited; pro- 89 
vided that the importation and breeding of such birds 1.787 99 
for scientific research or for. exhibition in public = 
zoological gardens may be permitted subject to the 1,201 43 
approval of the State health officer. Under the reso- _ 
lution, birds of the psittacine family include any 592 
parrot, parrakeet, love bird, macaw, cockatoo, lory, 
lorikeet or any other bird of the parrot or psittacine ERECT UEeg: 19 
family not specifically enumerated. Violation of the 


* Including week ending May 9, 1942. 
** Including January, 1942. 


MILES AND TONS OF BABIES 


For a statistical diversion and for those who like ANTIOCH AND PITTSBURG IN COUNTY UNIT 
to have vital statistics tabulations translated into The cities of Antioch and Pittsburg have trans- 
spectacular terms the following interpretation may be ferred the administration of their public health affairs 
of interest. If the average weight of the 125,000 to the Contra Costa County Health Department, Dr. 
babies born in California last year were 6? pounds William A. Powell, health officer, Martinez. Dr. Fred 


their combined weight would be no less than 422 tons. P. Nevius has been serving as health officer of Antioch, 
If their average height were 20 inches, laid head to and Dr. George C. Kelso has been serving as city 
foot they would extend 39.4 miles. No attempt is health officer of Pittsburg. With the exception of the 
made at estimating their valuation in monetary terms Cities of Richmond and El Cerrito, nearly all of the | 
because to their fond parents each baby is priceless incorporated and unincorporated area of Contra Costa 
and to the Nation—its whole future depends upon County is now under the jurisdiction of the county 


them. health unit. 
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EXAMINATION FOR TUBERCULOSIS BUREAU 
CHIEF 

The State Personnel Board has announced an ex- 
amination for Chief of the Bureau of Tuberculosis 
of the California State Department of Public Health. 

Applicants must possess a valid license to practice 
as a physician and surgeon in California, issued by 
the State Board of Medical Examiners, and education 
equivalent to graduation from an approved medical 
school, and completion of a one-year interneship in 
a recognized hospital, and completion of a one-year 


post-graduate course in a recognized school of public 


health, and three years of experience in the practice 
of medicine including one year of full-time experience 
as a resident or associate physician in a tuberculosis 
sanitarium or hospital with a capacity of at least 50 
beds. An additional two years of the required experi- 
ence may be substituted for completion of the post- 
craduate course in a recognized school of public 
health. 
The last date for filing applications is June 13, 
1942. The examination will consist of an appraisal 
of competitive qualifications made through personal 
interview. The personal interview with applicants 
who meet the minimum entrance requirements will be 
held in San Francisco on a date to be announced 
later. 
Applicants must have a thorough knowledge of 
State laws and regulations governing tuberculosis 
care; thorough knowledge of the principles and prac- 
tices of modern medicine, with particular emphasis 
upon diagnosis, examination, treatment and preven- 


tion of tuberculosis; knowledge of Federal, State and 


local programs for tuberculosis prevention and con- 
trol. 
and qualifications may be obtained by making appli- 
cation to the California State Personnel Board at 
1015 L Street, Sacramento. 


DR. GRAY GOES TO VIRGINIA 


Dr. Jacques P. Gray, well-known to California _ 


oublie health workers has been appointed Professor 
vf Public Health and Dean of the Medical School of 
the College of Virginia at Richmond. He leaves the 
County Health Department at Hillsdale, Michigan, 
where he has been Health Officer for the past two 
years. 

In California Dr. Gray was Epidemiologist of the 
California State Department of Public Health and 
later became Assistant Health Officer of San Fran- 


Further information relative to requirements 


Caroline at Chapel Hill. The good wishes of public 


health workers in California go to Dr. Gray in his 


new berth. 


OREGON AND WASHINGTON QUARANTINE 
CLAMS 


Clams have been placed under quarantine in Ore- 


gon and Washington by the health departments of 


those two States. Health officers of California have 
been advised to check the sources of all clams offered 
for sale in their respective territories. Any clams 
that. may have been shipped from Oregon or Wash- 
ington since April 15th should be regarded as poison- 


ous and should not be released for human consumption 


until representative samples have been sent to the 
California State Laboratory at 3093 Life Sciences 
Building, Berkeley, tested, and proved nontoxic. 


‘While it is true that clams from California waters 


have not been found toxic and that it has not been | 
necessary to place them under quarantine regulations ; 


nevertheless, it is urgent that all clams gathered in 
California be thoroughly cleaned and all dark parts 


removed before cooking. | 
Mussels were placed under quarantine in California 


beginning May Ist and at that time a warning was 
issued regarding the preparation of clams before eat- 


ing them. The quarantine on mussels will hold until 


October Ist. 


MARIN TO HAVE FULL-TIME HEALTH 
OFFICER 
The Marin County Board of Supervisors has made 


possible, through the appropriation of $10,000, for 
- the organization of a full-time county health unit be- 


ginning July 1, 1942. The matter of establishing a 
full-time unit in Marin County has hung fire for 


- geveral years. Different groups of individuals have 


approached the problem, but until now, it has been 
impossible to obtain a unified opinion. | 

Under the proposed plan, Social Security funds to 
the amount of almost $8,000 and State funds to the 


amount of $2,000 will be provided to match the county | 


appropriation. It is anticipated that many of the 
incorporated cities of the county will transfer the 
jurisdiction of their public health affairs to the new 
unit. Provision will be made for the employment of 
a health officer, a sanitary inspector, three public 
health nurses, and a clerk, all of whom will devote 
full time to the duties of their respective offices. Pro- 


cisco. He has held the Michigan position for almost 
two years, and recently, while on temporary leave 
from his duties at Hillsdale, has been teaching public 
health administration at the University of North 


vision will also be made for the treatment of cases of 
venereal diseases and for the conduct of child and 
maternal health conferences to be conducted under the 
direct supervision of local practitioners of medicine. 
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MORBIDITY* 


Complete Reports for Certain Diseases Recorded for Week 
| Ending May 9, 1942 
Chickenpox 
1209 cases from the following counties: Alameda 133, Butte 1, 


Contra Costa 56, Fresno 23, Humboldt 11, Imperial 6, Kern 13, 


Kings 4, Lassen 1, Los Angeles 486, Madera 1, Marin + Mendo- 
cino 1, Merced 2, Monterey 4, Napa l, Orange 26, Placer : 
Riverside 26, Sacramento 69, San Bernardino 36, San Diego 89, 
San Francisco 57, San J oaquin 3, San Luis Obispo 2, San Mateo 
16, Santa Barbara 17, Santa Clara 40, Santa Cruz 4, Sonoma 
15, Stanislaus 22, Tulare 19, Ventura 17, Yolo 3, Yuba 3. 


German Measles 


2539 cases from the following counties: Alameda 514, Butte 13, 
Contra Costa 21, Fresno 19, Imperial 7, Kern 96, Kings 3, Los 
Angeles 282, Madera 2, Marin 10, Merced 9, Monterey 7, Orange 
62, Riverside 32, Sacramento 30, San Bernardino 39, San Diego 
332, San Francisco 402, San Joaquin 53, San Luis Obispo 49, 
San Mateo 71, Santa Barbara 13, Santa Clara 168, Santa Cruz 
46, Shasta 2, ‘Solano 12, Sonoma 57, Stanislaus 78; Tulare 104, 
Ventura Yolo Yuba 2. 


Measles 
5934 cases from the following counties: Alameda 629, Butte 49, 


Calaveras 1, Contra Costa 22, Fresno 114, Imperial 102, Inyo 4, 


Kern 152, Lassen ‘6, Los Angeles ‘2300, ‘Madera 24, Marin 14, 
Merced 68, Monterey 9, Napa 3, Nevada 1, Orange 341, Placer 
2, Riverside 95, Sacramento 122, San Benito 2, San Bernardino 
110, San Diego 775, San Francisco 275, San Joaquin 31, San Luis 
Obispo 26, San Mateo 49, Santa Barbara 61, Santa Clara 116, 
Santa Cruz 52, Shasta 10, Siskiyou 25, Solano 25, Sonoma 68, 


Stanislaus 78, Sutter 6, Tehama 7, Trinity 5, Tulare 105, Ven-. 


tura 37, Yolo 1 


Mumps 


2116 cases from the talicnivtne veanabtiii Alameda 223, Butte 12, 
Contra Costa 39, Fresno 90, Humboldt 5, Imperial 68, Inyo 4, 
Kern 40, Kings 2, Los Angeles 415, Madera 3, Marin 7, Men- 
docino 17, Merced 1, Monterey 21, Napa 1, Orange 62, Riverside 
19, Sacramento 97, San Bernardino 69, San Diego 244, San Fran- 
cisco 127, San Joaquin 61, San Luis Obispo 17, San Mateo 7, 
Santa Barbara 10, Santa Clara 146, Santa Cruz 46, Siskiyou 3, 
Solano 4, Sonoma 56, Stanislaus 21, Sutter 1, Tehama 24, Tulare 
128, Ventura 23. Yolo 1, Yuba 2 


Scariet Fever 


115 cases from the following counties: Alameda 3, Butte 1, 
Contra Costa 4, Fresno 15, Imperial 1, Kern 6, Lake 1, Los 
Angeles 33, Madera 1, Monterey 2, Orange 8, Sacramento 3, San 
Bernardino 4, San Diego 8, San Francisco 14, Santa Barbara 3, 
Santa Clara 2, Siskiyou 1, Solano 1, Stanislaus 1, Ventura 2, 
California 1.** 


Whooping 


314 cases from the following cintation: Alameda 25, Contra 
Costa 7, Fresno 15, Humboldt 10, Inyo 2, Kern 9, Lassen 1, Los 
Angeles 50, Madera 3, Monterey 5, Orange 18, Riverside 7; 
Sacramento 29, San Diego 18, San Francisco 10, San Joaquin 27. 
San Mateo 2, Santa Barbara 16, Santa Clara 16, Santa Cruz 2, 
rie 7 : Sonoma 22, Stanislaus 6, Sutter 1, Tulare 3, Ventura 

olo 5. 


Diphtheria 


11 cases from the following counties: Alameda 1, Los Angeles 
. es 1, Riverside 1, San Bernardino 2, San Diego 1, San 
oaquin 2. 


Epilepsy 


32 cases from the following counties: Butte 1, Los Angeles 17, 
Napa l, _— Bernardino 1, San Francisco 10, San Joaquin 1, 
Sonoma 


Food Poisoning 
7 cases from Los Angeles County. 


Influenza 
70 cases reported in the State. 


Jaundice (Epidemic) 


25 cases from the following counties: Fresno 16, Los Angeles 
1, Riverside 8. 


Leprosy 
One case from San Joaquin County. 


*Data regarding the other reportable diseases not listed 


herein, may be obtained upon request. 


** Cases charged to. ‘‘California’’ represent patients ill before 
entering the State or those who contracted their illness travel- 


Malaria | 
4 cases —_ the following counties: San Francisco 1, San 
Luis Obispo 1, Tulare 1, Calitorn 1,%* 
Meningitis (Epidemic) 
5 cases from the following PAC Be a Los Angeles 3, San Diego 
1, San Francisco l. 
Paratyphoid Fever Be 
One case from Los Angeles County. 


Poliomyelitis 
2 cases from Los Angeles County. 


Rabies (Animal) 
9 cases from the following counties: Fresno 2, Los Angeles 7. 


Rheumatic Fever 

9 cases from the following counties: Alameda 1, Los Angeles 
5, Santa Clara 2, Tulare 1. 
Smallpox 

2 cases from San Benito County. 


Tetanus 

3 cases from the following counties: Peano. 1, Los Angeles 
1, Santa Barbara 1. . 
Typhoid Fever | 

One case from Los Angeles County. 


Undulant Fever 


_ 4 cases from the following counties: Imperial 1, San Joaquin 
1, Santa Barbara i, Yolo 41, 


—— 


The California State Department of Public 
| Health is proud of the members of its staff who 
have entered the armed forces of the United 
| States. It is with a sense of great pride that 
the names of the following men who have 
{ entered such forces are listed here: 


UNITED STATES NAVY > 


Lloyd P. Bascom 
Aleor Browne 

| O. L. Butterfield 
| James R. Keefer 
EK. B. Mansfield 

| Don Roberts 


| UNITED STATES ARMY 


| Clark Beckwith 

Jules Comroe, M.D. 

Leon Comroe, M.D. 
Joseph Copeland, M.D. 

| Robert Dyar, M.D. 
Edward Hirschberg, M.D. 
George Husser, M.D. 

Es Edward Maher, M.D. 


Raa UNITED STATES MARINES 
| John Cruzan 


ing about the State throughout the incubation period of the 


disease. These cases are not chargeable to any one locality. 
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1500. Medi cal School, 
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Department of Pharmacology, 
University of California 


San Francisco, Calif. 
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